
LONE STAR HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the February 08, 2013 Meeting 

 

On Friday February 8, 2013 at 10:00 AM, members of the Lone Star Harbor Safety Committee (LSHSC) 
gathered for the Committee’s fifth meeting.  The meeting was held at the Houston Pilot’s Office, located 
at 203 Deerwood Glen Dr. Deer Park, TX 77536. The published agenda is included: enclosure (1). 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

Committee Chairman (Chair), Mr. Tom Marian, performed Roll Call; a Quorum was established. 

OPENING REMARKS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

Chair welcomed the Committee and provided an overview of the agenda.  Members of the Committee 
briefly introduced themselves. Chair made additional remarks and congratulated the Committee on its 
1st anniversary.  

REMARKS BY THE U.S.C.G. CAPTAIN OF THE PORT 

Chair yields the floor to United States Coast Guard (USCG) Captain of the Port (COTP) Capt. Jim 
Whitehead. The COTP discussed several points, following:  

Safety advisory council HOGANSAC will continue to exist as law until the year 2020. His office is currently 
communicating with the Department of Homeland Security as well as USCG Headquarters for the 
purpose of putting HOGANSAC into “permanent hiatus”, but progress will be slow because an act of 
congress is required to officially disband it. It may take as long as 2-3 years to accomplish this. Therefore 
despite the HOGANSAC charter renewal being on the horizon, and intentions to recommend the charter 
not be renewed, the council will continue to exist for the time being. 

The Galveston Railroad Bridge is currently in its last day of construction related closure. 

The Pelican Island Bridge is being considered for a 25 month construction related closure. This issue will 
be forwarded to the appropriate subcommittee for monitoring. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of November 09, 2012 and its attachments were distributed to members of the board. Mr. 
Jim Andrews moves to approve the minutes. Mr. Anuj Chopra seconds the motion. Motion passed 
unanimously.  

 



AWARD AND RECOGNITION FOR THE LSHSC LOGO 

The Chair opened the floor to Ms. Tammy Lobaugh for an introduction of the LSHSC logo contest winner 
and presentation of the award. Ms. Lobaugh introduced Pasadena ISD student Mr. Fernando Rodriguez, 
and presented to the Committee the original concept sketch and the professionally rendered versions of 
the new logo which were based on Mr. Rodriguez’s contest submission. The Chair congratulated Mr. 
Rodriguez and presented him with the $250 contest prize. The Chair briefly recognized the prize fund 
donors: Bludworth Marine, Buffalo Marine Service Inc., and Kirby Inland Marine. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 2013 STATE OF THE WATERWAYS REPORT 

The Chair opened the floor to Capt. Steve Nerheim, Vessel Traffic Service (VTS), for presentation of the 
2013 State of the Waterways Report. The PowerPoint presentation is included: enclosure (2). The 
Captain also reminded the Committee that the USCG’s new facility is estimated to be completed this 
summer and the VTS website is  www.uscg.mil/vtshouston .  

The floor was subsequently opened for questions and discussion. Mr. Anuj Chopra asked whether there 
are any systems in place which would warn vessels that their transit speed could pose a risk for nearby 
moored vessels or barges. No such system is known to exist. Mr. James Prazak observed that there has 
been a recent increase in Loss of Propulsion casualties. The COTP remarked that LT Doug Trent and 
other USCG investigators can look into the reasons for this increase. The Chair advised that upcoming 
regulation changes requiring the use low-sulfur fuels may increase such casualties further.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

Respective Chairs of the Subcommittees submitted their reports to the Committee. 

1. Training and Outreach – Ms. Tammy Lobaugh 

Topics discussed included:  

• A progress report for the subcommittee’s Industry Survey. Final Draft is complete. 
• The need for a self-help “Job Board” or forum to connect employers with workforce. 
• The need for a new revision of the “Sharing Our Bay” publication. 
• An interest in specific drills relating to American Salvage Assn. 

Ms. Tammy Lobaugh moves that the subcommittee move forward with the creation of a “Job 
Board” as described. She also moves that the subcommittee revise “Sharing Our Bay” for publication 
on the LSHSC website. The Chair advised that these matters fall under the scope of the 
subcommittee and formal approval for such items is not required. Approval will be needed for 
matters that require funding or for final publication by the LSHSC (such as on the website). Ms. 
Lobaugh acknowledged and advised that the subcommittee will pursue these items up to the point 
where such approval becomes necessary. 

http://www.uscg.mil/vtshouston


The floor was opened for questions and discussion. Mr. James Prazak suggested that the Sharing 
Our Bay publication may better fit with the Waterways Utilization Subcommittee. Capt. Steve 
Nerheim reminded the Committee that there are several documents which are products of 
HOGANSAC which should be salvaged by the LSHSC and adopted on its website. Capt. George 
Pontikos recalled a situation in Spain where the damaged tanker M/V Erika was refused harbor. She 
eventually broke up off shore and produced even greater and farther-reaching environmental harm 
than had she been permitted to take refuge. 

 
a. Presentation by NAMEPA – Cofounder Ms. Carleen Lyden-Kluss 
Tammy yielded the floor to Ms. Lyden Kluss, for a presentation from the North American 
Marine Environment Protection Association (NAMEPA). The presentation is included: 
enclosure (3). 
Ms. Lyden-Kluss expressed NAMEPA’s wish to establish a strategic alliance with LSHSC for 
mutual benefit. There would be no financial cost to LSHSC. Capt. Marcus Woodring inquired 
about the benefits to LSHSC, and how one would become a member of NAMEPA. 
Membership is established by filling out an application. Ms. Lyden-Kluss explained that 
partnering to support NAMEPA’s cause is “the right thing to do”, and also promotes the 
actions industry is taking in marine environment protection – helping to “dispel the myth 
that industry doesn’t care about the environment”. 
 

2.  Navigation Operations – Mr. David Foret 

Mr. David Foret reviewed discussions and projects from previous meetings. The full report is 
included: enclosure (4). Next meeting is at 9:00, March 12, 2013, at the Houston Pilot’s Office. 

 
3. Waterways Utilization – Mr. Jim Andrews for Mr. JJ Plunkett 

 
Mr. Jim Andrews reviewed discussions and projects from previous meetings. The full report is 
included: enclosure (5). He also announced Mr. JJ Plunkett as the new Waterways Utilization 
Subcommittee chairman. 
 

a. Comments by NAVSAC – Captain Mike Morris 
Jim yielded the floor to Mr. Mike Morris from the Navigation Safety Advisory Committee. 
Captain Mike Morris introduced himself and began a presentation to the Committee. The 
presentation is included: enclosure (6).  

Mike demonstrated that Houston Ship Channel “precautionary areas” are outdated, and 
requested that LSHSC assist with updating these areas by making recommendations to 
NAVSAC in a letter which they will move forward. He explained that there is no regulatory or 
practical difference between operating in precautionary areas and non-precautionary areas. 
The next NAVSAC meeting is in April in Washington D.C. After discussion, the Committee 



agreed to have the subcommittee examine this issue and draft the appropriate 
correspondence. 

4. Dredging & Marine Construction – Mr. Mark Coyle – presented by Mr. David Casebeer 
 
Mr. David Casebeer reviewed discussions and projects from previous meetings. The full report is 
included: enclosure (7).  
 
Topics discussed included: 

• The subcommittee is continuing to monitor federal dredging schedule with the Army 
Corps of Engineers (ACoE). 

• The Bayou and Trinity River channels are in need of dredging. 
• Underwater surveying best practices will be ready for review by the Committee in May.  
• A Facility Information Guide is being developed to distribute contact, equipment, and 

other information to facilitate surveying after large storms. 
• The subcommittee revised its stated goals. 

OLD BUSINESS 

The Chair opened to floor for discussion of old business. 

Capt. Bill Diehl reminded the Committee of the existence of a “Bridge Allision Fund” containing $8,800 
which has been assumed by the LSHSC. The Greater Houston Port Bureau, who is the custodian of the 
fund, has sent out certified letters to all of the contributors to the fund. The letters requested responses 
as to whether or not the contributor would prefer to receive a refund or to have the funds donated to 
LSHSC. Currently three companies have opted for refund. The remainder will donate their contribution 
when the fund is dissolved at the expiration of a deadline stated in the letters to LSHSC. 

NEW BUSINESS 

The Chair opened to floor for discussion of new business. 

Mr. Niels Aalund invited the Committee to a meeting at its office at 11:30 on February 27, 2013, where 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) are presenting a roll out of new initiatives and procedures. 

Chair called attention to distributed flyers: enclosure (8). Niels Aalund moved to accept nominations as 
listed to serve a term of two years. Tammy Lobaugh seconds. Motion passed unanimously. 

Chuck Maricle reminded the Committee that the third Maritime Youth Expo for maritime high schools is 
on April 6, 2013. Also the USCG Auxiliary is in need of grants and contributions to continue annual 
summer search and rescue competitions in Seabrook/Kemah area. 

USCG LCDR Shannon Pitts made remarks about turn-overs in the Coast Guard. The new 8th district 
commander will be RADM Kevin Cook; CAPT Jim Whitehead plans to retire. The new Houston-Galveston 



Sector Commander will be CAPT Brian Penoyer.  CAPT Jim Robertson from MSU Texas City is also 
departing this summer. 

NEXT MEETING 

Capt. Woodring confirmed May 10, 2013 at PoHA Board Room at 10:00AM. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Bob Lain motioned to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 12:08. 

 

 

 Submitted:  KRISTOFER SCHRÖDER 

  Executive Secretary 

 

 Certified:  TOM MARIAN 

  Committee Chairman 

 

 

Enclosures:  (1) LSHSC – Published Agenda – February 08, 2013 
 (2) 2013 State of the Waterways Report 
 (3) NAMEPA Presentation 
 (4) Navigation Operations Subcommittee Report 
 (5) Waterways Utilization Subcommittee Report 
 (6) NAVSAC Presentation 
 (7) Dredging and Marine Construction Subcommittee Report 
 (8) LSHSC 2013 Members Expiring Terms and Nominations Flyers 
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